
 
 

Our curriculum KS3 

 

Article 28: Children have a right to learn and to go to school 

Article 29: Each child has the right to become the best that they can be 

This document aims to inform the reader about: 

1. The principles that underpin our curriculum 

2. What we teach 

3. The subject overview 

Section 1: Principles and Pedagogy 

Aims 

 To provide all pupils with a curriculum of the highest quality 

 To have high aspirations for every pupil 

 To ensure that, in the way we support children in their learning, we provide a 

learning culture that is positive, supportive, and engaging 

 To equip pupils to be successful global citizens 

First Principles 

The learning experiences that we organise and offer to our children aim to have the 

following characteristics: 

 Active learning and active teaching 

 Next steps teaching based upon secure assessment and high expectations 

 Simple next steps targets agreed with children and self-assessed 

 Differentiation that includes all learners 

 Language rich learning with lots of speaking and listening 

 An emphasis on social and emotional literacy, team work and respect 

 Creative and coherent experiences with sparkle that engage our children 

 Development of independence and choice, including play and exploration 

 Cross curricular study through enquiry-based topics 

 Children involved in choosing topics for study 

 Opportunities to solve problems, refine skills and be resilient learners 

 Explicit development of skills for thinking and learning 

 Cultural awareness and celebration of diversity 

 Learning outdoors as well as indoors 

 Experiences which deepen learning and ensure mastery of key skills 

 



 
 

Values 

Our ethos and curriculum is underpinned by a set of positive, shared values which 

help us to work and learn with one another co-operatively and with respect. We learn 

the importance of friendship and unity, and how to approach life with positivity and 

hope. These values make our school community happy and harmonious, a fun 

place, where children feel secure. Our values are important to all pupils, staff and 

parents. 

The whole staff team and all pupils are involved in promoting values and recognising 

their positive effects around the school. The values have been selected by pupils 

and staff as values which are important within the school community and which will 

be important throughout life. 

Unicef Rights Respecting School Award (RRSA) 

As RRSA accredited schools, we use children’s rights to underpin everything we do 

and learn.  Our pupils explore the rights of every child and how to respect these.  

Rights are embedded into all areas of the curriculum and are linked to our ‘Values’.  

Pupil voice enables the children to become well rounded global citizens. Parents and 

the community are fully included on this journey and are encouraged to use the 

universal language at home. 

 

Section 2: What we teach 

National curriculum 

We fully embrace all the requirements of the new National Curriculum. These 

include: 

 Providing a broad and balanced curriculum 

 Promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all students 

 Fully preparing students for later life 

 Providing the knowledge required to be educated citizens and providing 

access to the best that has been thought and said 

 Allowing students to appreciate human creativity and achievement 

 Having high expectations 

 Using assessment to set challenging targets 

 Removing all barriers to any potential underachievement 

 Fully catering for the needs of students for which their first language is not 

English 

 Using every relevant subject to develop mathematical fluency 

 Making a focus on spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary integral 

to all aspects of the curriculum 



 
 

Our programme of assemblies, engaging form time activities and focus on values 

education far exceeds the requirements for daily collective worship and the 

requirements for sex and relationships education are fully catered for via our 

innovative project education and PSHE workshops. 

 

Our curriculum 

We recognise that the National Curriculum is only one element in a child’s education 

and that we must utilise the time and space available to enhance it according to the 

needs of our own students. 

 We place a real focus on Maths, English and Science to allow for mastery in 

these skills. 

 Each subject is linked to agreed themes in order to provide the broader and 

integrated experience necessary for high levels of learning and thinking so 

that students can become successful citizens of their local and wider 

communities. Issues relating to these themes are taught in bespoke project 

lessons and expanded upon in core and foundation subjects. In particular all 

students read set fictional texts relating to these themes and issues arising 

are discussed in innovative form time activities. A programme of trips also 

complements this thematic approach.   This academic year the agreed 

themes are: 

o How does the Earth operate? 

o How has Britain changed and developed? 

o Who has the power and why is there so much conflict in the world? 

o How can we live morally? 

o What are human lives like? 

o What ideas have shaped our world? 

 In year 7 Geography, History and Religious Studies are covered in the 

timetabled project lessons rather than in bespoke lessons. This is to provide 

effective transition for the students from their primary sections and as such 

their initial timetables blend the traditional primary and secondary models. The 

project lessons allow the curriculum themes to be explored in depth via a 

variety of innovative and creative teaching methods. In years 8 and 9 the 

students have History, Geography and Religious Studies lessons. 

 Citizenship and PSHE curriculums are covered across a range of subjects (as 

explained on the PSHE curriculum map). This includes Project lessons in year 

7 and History, Geography and Religious Studies in years 8 and 9. This is 

designed in order to provide the necessary contexts for the issues to be 

discussed and debated at the necessary high level. This allows for a real 

understanding of British values and religious teachings combined with a 

meaningful discussion and deeper understanding of the issues arising. 



 
 

 There is a focus on Computing and students undertake creative projects 

involving combining multiple ICT applications, across a range of devices as 

well as utilising a variety of programming languages to design and develop 

their own programmes. Specialist Computing teachers deliver a variety of 

programming and coding courses in Computing lessons throughout the year. 

We also offer every student their own I-pad to manage their learning, 

timetable, home learning and feedback from teachers. 

 High quality PSHE and Sex education is provided via an innovative 

programme of workshops in small student groups. 

 

Thinking skills strands 

We employ a range of methodologies to support pupils’ thinking skills. These 

strategies also strengthen our pedagogy and deepen pupils’ learning.  

1. Meaningful Questions for Learning (QfLs)  

These provide starting points for learning. Teachers consider the 

meaningfulness of the questions and the possible answers, and we try to use 

phrases which create open questions. 

2. Thinking Maps 

Across all subjects, Thinking Maps are used by teachers and pupils to 

organise ideas and concepts in different ways in a range graphical forms 

3. Habits of Mind 

Teachers and pupils also refer to a range of Habits of Mind (such as ‘be ready 

to make mistakes’ or ‘all ears’) to describe and signal a range of ‘styles’ of 

thinking that can be applied to different learning activities and experiences. 

4. Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Teachers draw upon Bloom’s Taxonomy to ensure a clear progression of 

skills is taught and that there are always meaningful opportunities to deepen 

pupils’ learning. Bloom’s terminology finds its way into the Questions for 

Learning which provide starting points to each lesson. 

 

Enrichment 

Our curriculum is fully enriched with a programme of visits and visiting speakers 

which complement the seven themes. Furthermore all staff and students read pre-

agreed fiction books, relating to the themes, which are discussed in lessons, 

assemblies and in form time sessions. 

There is an innovative clubs programme which operates every day for an hour after 

school. Students are required to attend one club at least in order to stimulate 

curiosity and imagination as well as promoting team work and resilience skills. 



 
 

 

Outdoor learning 

All children have an entitlement not only to learn outside but to learn from their 

natural environment.  We provide a rich outdoor learning focus in our curriculum in 

order to inspire and motivate our children to become successful learners.  This helps 

them to develop as healthy, confident, enterprising and responsible citizens.  

As a Federation outdoor learning is a vital part of encouraging positive environmental 

understanding in children and helping them to develop the values needed to manage 

their future in a sustainable way. Through a wide range of outdoor experiences our 

children develop an understanding and sense of ownership of the effects of their 

actions upon the environment in which they live, learn and relax. Children in our 

school learn that we all need to have a sense of responsibility and care for the world 

in which we live.  

 

Section 3: Subject overview 

 

English 

Students develop a love of reading and are encouraged to read increasingly 

challenging material including a wide range of fiction and non-fiction, poems and 

plays with a wide range of genres, historical periods and authors.  Students grow to 

understand the various methods used to present meaning within a text as well as 

recognise a range of poetic conventions and how the work of dramatists is 

communicated through performance. Students learn to write accurately, fluently and 

effectively for a wide range of purposes and audiences. This includes well-structured 

essays, stories, scripts, poetry and other imaginative writing.  Students become 

skilled in polishing scripts for talks and presentations where they support ideas and 

arguments with necessary factual material. Students significantly expand their 

vocabulary and know and understand the difference between spoken and written 

language and use Standard English in their own writing and speech. 

Maths 

Students develop fluency in Mathematics and further their numerical and 

mathematical capability by extending their understanding of the number system.  

Students learn to select appropriate calculation strategies to solve increasingly 

complex problems and in particular rearrange and simplify expressions. Students 

grow to move freely between different numerical, algebraic, graphical and 

diagrammatic representations. Students develop their skills to reason 

mathematically. This involves exploring what can and cannot be inferred in statistical 



 
 

and probabilistic settings and expressing their arguments formally. Students grow to 

solve more challenging problems, including multi-step problems, particularly in 

financial mathematics. 

Science 

Students explore how scientific theories are continually modified to take account of 

new evidence and ideas. Students grow to ask their own questions and develop a 

line of inquiry based on their own observations of the real world which they combine 

with their prior knowledge and experience.  Students develop to make their own 

predictions and carry out experiments to test these by identifying variables and 

selecting apparatus. Students learn to take measurements using the appropriate 

units and use this data to formulate conclusions whilst identifying the potential 

sources of error. Students learn to make use of a variety of scientific calculations. 

Art 

Students develop their creativity and ideas via studying a range of artists, architects 

and designers. This includes periods, styles and major movements from ancient 

times up to the present day. Students learn to use a range of techniques, including 

painting, and handle a variety of different materials.  Students use a study of the 

work of their peers to further strengthen the visual impact of their own work.  

Citizenship 

Students learn about the development of the political system of democratic 

government in the United Kingdom, the operation of Parliament and the precious 

liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom. Students learn about the 

nature of rules and laws and the justice system. Students learn about the uses and 

functions of money in order to grow to budget effectively.  Students become active 

citizens and work together to improve their communities. 

Computing 

Students undertake creative projects that involve combining multiple applications, 

across a range of devices, to achieve challenging goals. Students learn to use a 

variety of programming languages to design and develop their own programmes. 

Students understand the hardware and software components that make up computer 

systems and how they communicate with one another. Students grow to appreciate 

how to use technology safely, respectfully, responsibly and securely. 

Design and Technology 

Students design their own products by researching user needs and designing 

specifications to match these. Students learn to use specialist tools, techniques and 

processes. Students learn to test and evaluate their ideas and products by taking 

into account the views of intended users. 



 
 

Geography 

Students extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of 

the world’s countries. Students study the geographical similarities and differences 

between places. Students study the various physical geographical processes 

including plate tectonics, rocks, climate, glaciation and hydrology. Students study the 

various human geographical processes including urbanisation, international 

development and economic activity. Students increase their geographical 

understanding by undertaking fieldwork which involves interpreting Ordnance Survey 

maps and using Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

History 

Students extend and deepen their chronological understanding of British, local and 

world history. Students identify significant events, make connections between them, 

draw contrasts and analyse trends within periods over long acres of time. Students 

undertake their own historical enquiries. Students use a variety of historical sources 

to make claims and use these to appreciate how and why contrasting interpretations 

of the past have been constructed. 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Students learn key grammar and vocabulary for a range of languages; showing an 

understanding of the range of tenses and grammatical structures. Students listen to 

a variety of forms of spoken language to obtain information and respond 

appropriately. Students learn to speak coherently and confidently in other languages 

with increasingly accurate pronunciation and intonation. Students learn to read 

literary texts in a range of languages which include stories, songs, poems and 

letters. 

Music 

Pupils learn to play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble 

contexts using their voice and a variety of instruments which they play fluently with 

accuracy and expression. Students develop their ability to improvise and compose 

by learning about a range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions. 

Students listen to a wide range of music from great composers and musicians. 

Students develop a deepening understanding of the music to which they listen, 

including its history. 

Physical Education 

Students learn a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct 

competition through team and individual games. Students develop their technique 

and performance in a range of competitive sports. Students learn to perform dances 

using advanced dance techniques within a range of dance styles. Students take part 

in outdoor and adventurous activities which present intellectual and physical 



 
 

challenges and are encouraged to work in a team so as to dramatically build trust. 

Students learn the skills necessary to analyse their previous performance in order to 

demonstrate improvement. 

Religious Studies 

Students develop knowledge and understanding of a range of world religions and 

non-religious beliefs, this includes by reading their key texts and scriptures. They 

also develop well argued, well-informed and balanced written arguments on 

numerous philosophical and ethical issues. 


