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Book Synopsis Suggested 
year group: 

The Mirroculist Mission 
(A.J Hartley) 

Eleven-year-old Darwen Arkwright's ordinary life changed 
forever when he was given a magical mirror, a portal to the 

wonderful world of Silbrica. Darwen defeated the terrible 
monsters released from the mirror once. Now, an even more 
terrifying beast has escaped through the mirror. Darwen and 
his friends, Rik and Alexandra, must journey to Costa Rica to 

save the world from a giant tentacled creature that leaves 
destruction in its wake. This time, old allies can't be trusted, 
and the danger runs deeper than Darwen could have ever 
imagined. The problem with doors is that they open both 
ways. There are monsters inside, and some of them are 

trying to get out ... 

Year 7 
Year 8 

Shadows of Winterspell 
(Amy Wilson) 

Stella has been living behind the magic of the forest for most 
of her life. Lonely, she enrolls at the local school, and as she 
begins to make friends, she discovers that she is even more 
different than she thought. But as autumn turns to magical 

winter, Stella realizes that uncovering her own family secret 
is the only way to release the forest from the grip of a dark 

and old magic. 

Year 7 
Year 8 

The Great Brain Robbery 
(P.G. Bell) 

Suzy can't wait to return to the Union of Impossible Places on 
the Impossible Postal Express. But when she arrives, she 

overhears a dastardly plan to destroy Trollville from a 
shadowy and unexpected villain. Suzy and her friends must 
race from magical cloud-worlds to secret caverns to catch 

the culprit, before Trollville comes crashing down... Welcome 
to the Impossible Places... Where there's fuzzics not physics, 

where adventure meets magic and where the journey will 
never, ever take you where you expect it to. 

Year 7 
Year 8 

The Girl Who Speaks Bear 
(Sophie Anderson) 

They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I was 
found - only a few people know about that. They call me 
Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong. Found 
abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always 

wondered about where she is from. She tries to ignore the 
strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she 
was as strong on the inside as she is on the outside. But, 

when she has to flee her house, looking for answers about 
who she really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever 

imagined begins: from icy rivers to smouldering mountains 
meeting an ever-growing herd of extraordinary friends along 

the way. 

Year 7 
Year 8 

Nevertell (Katharine Orton) Born in a Soviet prison camp, Lina has never seen the world 
outside until the night she escapes with her best friend, 

Bogdan. As the pair journey across a snowy wilderness, they 
are pursued by a vengeful sorceress and her pack of shadow 
wolves. The children will need every ounce of courage - and 

a whisper of magic - if they are to survive... 

Year 7 
Year 8 

Nothing Ever Happens 
here (Sarah Hagger-Holt) 

Izzy's family is under the spotlight when her dad comes out 
as Danielle, a trans woman. Izzy is terrified her family will be 
torn apart. Will she lose her dad? Will her parents break up? 
And what will people at school say? Izzy's always been shy, 
but now all eyes are on her. Can she face her fears, find her 

voice and stand up for what's right? 
A touchingly honest story about family life, tackling an 

important LGBTQ+ narrative told in a gentle and accessible 
voice that inspires discussion, understanding, and 

acceptance 

Year 7 
Year 8 

Unstoppable (Dan 
Freedman) 

Fourteen-year-old twins, Roxy and Kaine, have only one 
thing in common. They HATE each other. Kaine is loud, 

Year 7 
Year 8 
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brash and brilliant at football. Roxy is heading for tennis 
superstardom. When tragedy strikes, their worlds are ripped 

apart. Can they come together before it's too late? 

Year 9 

A Retelling (Jane Eyre) Orphaned as a child, tormented by her guardian and cast out 
to a harsh boarding school, Jane Eyre has been raised in the 
shadow of cruelty and isolation. But when she takes a job as 
governess in Thornfield Hall, where secrets lurk in the attic 
and strange laughter echoes through the night, Jane meets 

the elusive Mr Rochester - and her life is irrevocably 
transformed. 

Poignantly and powerfully retold in this stunning edition, Jane 
Eyre is the tale of a spirited heroine's search for love, 

independence and belonging 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

Deep Secret (Berlie 
Doherty) 

Grace put out her hand, almost touching the mirror. Her 
image did the same. 'There's another world in there.' 'We 

could float in and out of it.' Deep in a Derbyshire valley live 
two girls, twins, so alike that even their family can't tell them 
apart. But tragedy is waiting. When the valley is sold to be 

flooded for a huge dam, the villagers are forced to leave their 
homes. Deep secrets are uncovered. New characters enter 
their lives and desires, love and grief come to the surface 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

The Sleeper and the 
Spindle (Neil Gaiman) 

On the eve of her wedding, a young queen sets out to rescue 
a princess from an enchantment. She casts aside her fine 
wedding clothes, takes her chain mail and her sword and 
ventures into the tunnels under the mountain towards the 
sleeping kingdom. This queen will decide her own future - 
and the princess who needs rescuing is not quite what she 

seems. 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

North Child (Edith Pattou) Rose is an unsusual child, a North Child. For Rose was born 
facing north, and the old stories say she is destined to travel 
far from home on a dangerous journey. Making a pact with 

an enormous white bear, Rose travels on his back to a 
mysterious castle that holds a dark enchantment, a darker 

temptation, and the key to her true destiny... 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

Wayward Son (Rainbow 
Powell) 

The story is supposed to be over. 
Simon Snow did everything he was supposed to do. He beat 
the villain. He won the war. He even fell in love. Now comes 
the good part, right? Now comes the happily ever after . . . 

So why can't Simon Snow get off the couch? 
What he needs, according to his best friend, is a change of 

scenery. He just needs to see himself in a new light . . . 
That's how Simon and Penny and Baz end up in a vintage 
convertible, tearing across the American West. They find 

trouble, of course. (Dragons, vampires, skunk-headed things 
with shotguns.) And they get lost. They get so lost, they start 
to wonder whether they ever knew where they were headed 

in the first place . . . 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

The Fountains of Silence 
(Ruta Sepetys) 

Madrid, 1957. Tourists and foreign businessmen flood into 
Spain under the welcoming guise of sunshine and wine while 

Spanish citizens are gripped by a dark secret. 
Daniel Matheson, the son of an oil tycoon, hopes to connect 
with the country of his mother's birth through the lens of his 

camera. Photography -and fate - introduce him to Ana, a 
hotel maid, whose family is suffering under the fascist 

dictatorship of General Franco. 
Daniel and Ana's lives and hearts collide as they unite to 

uncover the hidden darkness within the city - a darkness that 
could engulf them all. . . 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

Chinglish (Sue Cheung) Jo Kwan is a teenager growing up in 1980s Coventry with 
her annoying little sister, too-cool older brother, a series of 

Year 7 
Year 8 



 

Reading for Pleasure 

 

very unlucky pets and utterly bonkers parents. But unlike the 
other kids at her new school or her posh cousins, Jo lives 
above her parents' Chinese takeaway. And things can be 
tough - whether it's unruly customers or the snotty popular 
girls who bully Jo for being different. Even when she does 
find a BFF who actually likes Jo for herself, she still has to 

contend with her erratic dad's behaviour. All Jo dreams of is 
breaking free and forging a career as an artist. 

Told in diary entries and doodles, Jo's brilliantly funny 
observations about life, family and char siu make for a 

searingly honest portrayal of life on the other side of the 
takeaway counter. 

Year 9 

All Fall Down (Sally 
Nicholls) 

A deadly contagion races through England... Isabel and her 
family have nowhere to run from a disease that has killed half 

of Europe. When the world she knows and loves ends for 
ever, her only weapon is courage. The Black Death of 1349 
was the deadliest plague in human history. All Fall Down is a 
powerful and inspiring story of survival in the face of real-life 

horror. 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

The Afterwards (Emily 
Gravett) 

Fact: Ember and Ness are best friends. There's nothing more 
to say about it. It is what it is. It is what will always be. Ember 
and Ness. Then Ness dies. It is sudden and unexpected and 

leaves Ember completely empty. How can this be? When 
Ember finds a way into the Afterworld, she determines to 
bring Ness back. Because that's what friends do isn't it? 
They rescue each other. They help. They never give up. 

Ember and Ness. That don't change. 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

Flambards (K.M.Peyton) Christina is sent to live with her uncle in his country house, 
Flambards, and knows from the moment she arrives that 

she'll never fit in. Her uncle is fierce and domineering and her 
cousin, Mark, is selfish-but despite all this, Christina 

discovers a passion for horse-riding and finds a true friend in 
Will. What Christina has yet to realize, though, is the 

important part she has to play in the future of this strange 
household . . . 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

The Three Hares: the Jade 
Dragonbell (Scott Lauder 

and David Ross) 

Sara Livingstone’s school trip to the Beijing Palace Museum 
takes a terrifying turn when an encounter with the ancient 
Qingming Scroll thrusts her a thousand years into China’s 

past. 
 

With secrets in the shadows and danger around every 
corner, Sara relies on her wits and her Granny Tang’s stories 
to survive. As dark forces gather, she must take her place in 

a cosmic battle and find the courage to face an unworldly 
ancient magic. 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

A pocketful of stars (Aisha 
Bushby) 

Can piecing together the past help you change the present? 
Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her mum 

doesn't understand Safiya's love of gaming and Safiya 
doesn't think they have anything in common. As Safiya 

struggles to fit in at school she wonders if her mum wishes 
she was more like her confident best friend Elle. But then her 

mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya waits by her 
bedside, she finds herself in a strange and magical world that 

looks a bit like one of her games. And there's a rebellious 
teenage girl, with a secret, who looks suspiciously familiar . . 

. 
A Pocketful of Stars is a story about family, friendship and 

finding out who you are . . . with a sprinkling of magic. 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 

Pet (Akwaeke Emezi) here are no more monsters anymore, or so the children in 
the city of Lucille are taught. With doting parents and a best 

Year 9 
Year 10 
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friend named Redemption, Jam has grown up with this 
lesson all her life. But when she meets Pet, a creature made 
of horns and colours and claws, who emerges from one of 
her mother's paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, she must 

reconsider what she's been told. Pet has come to hunt a 
monster, and the shadow of something grim lurks in 

Redemption's house. Jam must fight not only to protect her 
best friend, but also to uncover the truth. 

Inchtinn (Danny Weston) Noah's emotionally detached mother insists on an 
adventurous trip to the remote Scottish island of Inchtinn. 

She's hoping for some inspiration to write her next bestselling 
children's book. Yet adventure isn't the only thing that awaits 

their arrival ... Sinister beings are stirring and when things 
take a turn for the worse, Noah is forced to face the most 

unimaginable fears. 

Year 9 
Year 10 

White Eagles (Elizabeth 
Wein) 

Summer 1939. With Europe on the brink of war, eighteen-
year-old Kristina Tomiak has been called up to join the White 
Eagles, Poland's valiant air force. When the Nazis reach the 
town where she is based, Kristina makes a daring escape, 

but she doesn't realise that she's carrying a stowaway in her 
plane. Will Kristina be able to navigate the most challenging 

flight of her life and reach safety amid the turmoil of war? 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Gloves off (Louisa Reid) Lily turns sixteen with two very different sides to her life: 
school, where she is badly bullied, and home with her mum 
and dad, warm and comforting but with its own difficulties. 

After a particularly terrible bullying incident, Lily's dad 
determines to give his daughter the tools to fight back. 

Introducing her to boxing, he encourages Lily to find her own 
worth. It is both difficult and challenging but in confronting her 

own fears she finds a way through that illuminates her life 
and friendships. 

Meeting Rose, and seeing that there is another world out 
there, enables her to live her own life fully and gives her the 

knowledge that she is both beautiful and worth it. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Chessboxer (Stephen 
Davies) 

Leah Baxter is a genius. She's a few wins away from 
becoming a junior chess grandmaster, and her life is on 

course to achieve everything her mom and coach want for 
her. But Leah is at stalemate - grieving for her father, and 

feeling suffocated. She decides to make the ultimate sacrifice 
and quit chess. But chess doesn't want to quit her. Soon 

Leah discovers her new gambit: chessboxing, a dangerous 
hybrid sport which will test her body and mind to their limits. 

Can the pawn become the queen? 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Crossfire (Malorie 
Blackman) 

Thirty-four years have passed since Sephy Hadley - a Cross 
- first met Callum McGregor - a nought. Their love was 
forbidden, powerful - and deadly. Life is seemingly very 

different now for noughts and Crosses - including for Sephy 
and Callum's families. But old wounds from the past are hard 

to heal, and when you're playing a game as dangerous as 
they are, it won't be long before someone gets caught in the 

crossfire. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Heartstream (Tom Pollock) Cat is in love. Always the sensible one, she can't believe that 
she's actually dating, not to mention dating a star. But the 

fandom can't know. They would eat her alive. And first at the 
buffet would definitely be her best friend, Evie. Amy uses 
Heartstream, a social media app that allows others to feel 

your emotions. She broadcasted every moment of her 
mother's degenerative illness, and her grief following her 

death. It's the realest, rawest reality TV imaginable. But on 
the day of Amy's mother's funeral, Amy finds a strange 

Year 10 
Year 11 
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woman in her kitchen. She's rigged herself and the house 
with explosives - and she's been waiting to talk to Amy for a 
long time. Who is she? A crazed fan? What does she want? 
Amy and Cat are about to discover how far true obsession 

can go. 

Toffee (Sarah Crossan) When Allison runs away from home she doesn't expect to be 
taken in by Marla, an elderly woman with dementia, who 

mistakes her for an old friend called Toffee. Allison is used to 
hiding who she really is, and trying to be what other people 

want her to be. And so, Toffee is who she becomes. 
But as her bond with Marla grows, Allison begins to ask 

herself -where is home? What is a family? And most 
importantly, who am I, really? 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Sofa Surfer (Malcolm 
Duffy) 

15-year-old Tyler's teenage angst turns to outright rebellion 
when his family leave London for a new life in Yorkshire. He's 

angry with his parents about the upheaval and furious at 
losing his home. With only the dog to confide in, Tyler has no 
idea that a chance meeting with a girl called Spider will lead 
him into a world he never even knew existed. Spider is sofa 
surfing and Tyler finds himself spinning a tangled web of lies 

in his efforts to help her escape her world of fear and 
insecurity. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

What Momma Left Me 
(Renee Watson) 

Serenity knows she is good at keeping secrets, and she's got 
a whole lifetime's worth of them. Her mother is dead, her 
father is gone, and she and her brother have to start over 
again by moving in with their grandparents. At first, things 

seem like they could be good: a new friend, a new church, a 
new school. But when her brother seems to be going down 
the wrong path, the old fears set in. Will he end up like their 

dad? Will she end up like their mum? In this exquisite coming 
of age story, Serenity discovers it is the power of love that 
keeps you sure of who you are, and who you will become. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

The Conference of the 
Birds (Ransom Riggs) 

A fragile peace. An apocryphal warning. Chaos waiting in the 
heart of the storm. With his dying words, H - Jacob's final 
connection to his grandfather Abe's secret life - entrusts 

Jacob with a mission: Deliver newly contacted peculiar Noor 
Pradesh to an operative known only as V. Noor is being 

hunted. She is the subject of an ancient prophecy, one that 
foretells a looming apocalypse. Save Noor, save the future of 
all peculiardom. With only a few bewildering clues to follow, 

time is running out. With enemies behind him and the 
unknown ahead, Jacob Portman's story continues as he 

takes a brave leap forward into The Conference of the Birds, 
the newest installment of the beloved, #1 bestselling Miss 

Peregrine's Peculiar Children series. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

A Heart So Fierce and 
Broken (Brigid Kemmerer) 

Find the heir, win the crown. Win the crown, save the 
kingdom. Harper has freed Prince Rhen from the curse that 
almost destroyed his kingdom. But all is not well; rumours 
are rife that there is a rival heir with a stronger claim to the 
throne and that 'Princess' Harper of Disi is nothing but a 
fraud. Grey has fled the castle carrying a terrible secret. 

When he is discovered by soldiers and returned to Ironrose 
by force, Grey's allegiances begin to shift. And as he grows 
closer to an enemy princess, he is forced to decide whether 
he will stand against Rhen for the crown he never wanted ... 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Paper Avalanche (Lisa 
Williamson) 

Bonnie. Never Mum or Mummy or Mother. Just Bonnie... 
When it comes to flying under the radar, Ro Snow is an 
expert. No friends. No boys. No parties. And strictly NO 

VISITORS. It may be lonely, but at least this way the truth 
remains where it should - hidden. Then Tanvi Shah, the girl 

Year 10 
Year 11 



 

Reading for Pleasure 

 

who almost died, comes tumbling back into her life, and Ro 
finds herself losing control of her carefully constructed lies. 
But if Ro's walls come crumbling down, who's going to take 

care of Bonnie... 

All About Mia (Lisa 
Williamson) 

Mia Campbell-Richardson, 16, is ballsy, gorgeous and kind 
of a disaster. Unlike her brilliant sisters, academic Grace (19) 
and champion swimmer Audrey (13), middle child Mia has no 

idea what she wants to do with her life and is convinced of 
her status as the black sheep of the family. Struggling at 

school and unable to deal with her parents easy acceptance 
of perfect sister Grace's fall from grace - Mia goes into a 

tailspin, misguidedly seducing a man in his 40s and putting 
herself at risk on several occasions by drinking herself into 
oblivion. It is only the disappearance of her quiet and loving 
baby sister that is eventually able to bring Mia and Grace 

back together and help Mia see at last that she doesn't need 
it all to be about Mia to be happy. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

The Red Scrolls of Magic 
(Cassandra Clare) 

All Magnus Bane wanted was a vacation-a lavish trip across 
Europe with Alec Lightwood, the Shadowhunter who against 

all odds is finally his boyfriend. But as soon as the pair 
settles in Paris, an old friend arrives with news about a 

demon-worshipping cult called the Crimson Hand that is bent 
on causing chaos around the world. A cult that was 

apparently founded by Magnus himself. Years ago. As a 
joke. 

Now Magnus and Alec must race across Europe to track 
down the Crimson Hand and its elusive new leader before 
the cult can cause any more damage. As if it wasn't bad 

enough that their romantic getaway has been sidetracked, 
demons are now dogging their every step, and it is becoming 

harder to tell friend from foe. As their quest for answers 
becomes increasingly dire, Magnus and Alec will have to 
trust each other more than ever-even if it means revealing 

the secrets they've both been keeping. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Deeplight (Frances 
Hardinge) 

On the streets of the Island of Lady's Crave live 14-year-old 
urchins Hark and his best friend Jelt. They are scavengers: 
diving for relics of the gods, desperate for anything they can 
sell. But there is something dangerous in the deep waters of 
the undersea, calling to someone brave enough to retrieve it. 

When the waves try to claim Jelt, Hark will do anything to 
save him. Even if it means compromising not just who Jelt is, 

but what he is . . . 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Jackpot (Nic Stone) Seventeen-year-old Rico splits her time outside school 
between looking after her younger brother and working in the 
local gas station to help her mum pay the bills. So when she 

sells a jackpot-winning lotto ticket and the money goes 
unclaimed, Rico thinks maybe her luck has changed. 

If she can find the ticket holder and reunite them with the 
cash, hopefully she will get a cut of the winnings. . . That is if 
she can avoid falling for the annoyingly handsome (and filthy 

rich) boy she roped into helping her with the hunt. 

Year 10 
Year 11 

Snowflake, AZ (Marcus 
Sedgwick) 

Ash has lived in eight states in as many years. Mom has 
gone walkabout, but stepdad Jack is like a father, and 

stepbrother Bly the best anyone could wish for. When Bly 
goes missing too, Ash sets off to search for him - and finds 

something much bigger: the sickness of the world. 
Arriving in Snowflake, Arizona, Ash discovers Bly living with 
a community 6000 feet high in the wide red desert. They call 

themselves the Canaries and all suffer from some kind of 
environmental illness. They are ostracised by modern 

Year 10 
Year 11 
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society, as it continues to ignore climate change, global 
warming and so much more of our self-inflicted poisoning of 
the planet. When Ash takes ill, the doctor's response is, 'it's 

all in your mind'. In a story spanning seven years with 
triumphs and tragedies, Ash learns how to live as the world is 

pushed to a point of no return. This humane and deeply 
thoughtful novel is about resilience, trust, family and love. 

Only the Ocean (Natasha 
Carthew) 

The two girls sat at opposite ends of the boat and Kel dug 
and stretched the oars into the ocean like her life depended 

upon it because it did. `Just so you know,' said Rose, 
`everything, and I mean everything, is your fault.' Kel Crow 
lives in a dead-end swamp with her deadbeat family and a 

damaged heart. But she has a plan to escape. It's a one-two-
three fortune story that goes: stow away on the ship, kidnap 
the girl, swap the girl to pay for passage to America and a 

life-saving operation. But the ocean is an untameable force, 
and wrecks ships and plans alike ... 

Year 10 
Year 11 

The Boy in the Black Suit 
(Jason Reynolds) 

Matt wears a black suit every day. No, not because his mom 
died - although she did, and it sucks. But he wears the suit 
for his gig at the local funeral home, which pays way better 
than the Cluck Bucket, and he needs the income since his 

dad can't handle the bills (or anything, really) on his own. So 
while Dad's snagging bottles of whiskey, Matt's snagging 
fifteen bucks an hour. Not bad. But everything else? Not 

good. 
Then Matt meets Lovey. Crazy name, and she's been 

through more crazy stuff than he can imagine. Yet Lovey 
never cries. She's tough. Really tough. Tough in the way 

Matt wishes he could be. Which is maybe why he's drawn to 
her, and definitely why he can't seem to shake her. Because 

there's nothing more hopeful than finding a person who 
understands your loneliness - and who can maybe even help 

take it away. 

Year 11 

Furious Thing (Jenny 
Downham) 

In January 2019, the UK government published a landmark 
domestic abuse bill, introducing the first ever statutory 
government definition of domestic abuse to specifically 

include controlling and manipulative non-physical behaviour. 
In Furious Thing, Downham provides a window into being a 

teenage girl with lived experience of just this. 

Year 11 

 


