
Key Stage 5 

Subject Information 

Book 



You will develop an exciting and extensive range of creative and technical skills. You will also gain a strong un-
derstanding of historic and contemporary visual art practice, through supporting contextual studies. You will build 
up a very personal and continually evolving body of practical work, guided and supported by your teachers. Indi-
vidual exploration and development of your personal skills and creative directions is a special aspect of this sub-
ject. During the course you will enjoy experimenting with a number of medias and techniques alongside develop-
ing a keen sense of your own personal style. Art and Design is ideal preparation for future study of an art related 

subject and will allow you to present yourself to employees as a creative and adaptable person. If you wish to 
study Art at university then this course allows you to explore a range of art disciplines that will help you decide 

which one to focus on in the future. 

Component Title Content Overview 

Module One: 50% of overall grade  

A portfolio of learning will be completed 

during Years 12 and 13. You will work 

with a variety of medias and experiment 

with materials that are both familiar and 

new. 

Project One: Portraiture  

You will start with a visit to London’s National Portrait Gallery. You will 

then study artists from the BP Portrait Awards and artists including 

Ben Quilty, Gillian Wearing and Shirin Neshat. 

Project Two:  Negative Space 

You will explore the theme of ‘interiors’ and study the artists Matteo 

Massagrande and Vilhelm Hammershøi. These have produced art 

works showing how light can impact interior architecture. You will ex-

plore the variety of different interiors such as places of worship, muse-

ums and historical and modern buildings. 

Project Three: Mock Exam paper  

You will be presented with the exam paper from the previous year and 

you will produce your own unique project in response to this paper.  

Module Two: 50% of overall grade: Ex-

ternally set paper 

 

You will be introduced to the externally set paper in the January of 

Year 13. You will pick an individual projects brief from the options pro-

vided. You will begin with an investigation into the group of artists and 

you will then produce a portfolio in response to this brief. You will work 

towards a fifteen hour exam that will take place during the spring term. 

During this exam you will produce a final piece which reflects the port-

folio you have been developing.  

Exam board: AQA 

Art & Design  
‘Art is the most intense mode of individualism that the world has ever known.’ (Oscar Wilde) 



You learn about living organisms and how they work and  interact with each other. You will develop the skills 
of analytical thinking, report writing and organisation– all of which are useful life skills. You will explore a 

range of disciplines which will help you decide which area you want to study at degree level. You will gain 
practical skills throughout the course. 

Component title Content Overview 

Development of Practical Skills in Bi-

ology 

 

You will complete twelve Biology required practicals throughout the 

course, which link to subject content that you will be learning. These 

practicals will be assessed in the written examinations.  

Foundations in Biology 

 

 

 

 

What are the functions of the organelles found in an animal and plant 

cell? 

How is the body made of up of biological molecules?  

What is the structure of DNA and what is it purpose? 

How do enzymes help speed up metabolic processes in the body? 

What is the structure of a biological membrane and how does this help 

with it’s functioning? 

How does cell division occur in the human body? 

Exchange and Transport 

 

What are the different examples of exchange surfaces in the body? 

How are exchange surfaces adapted to function effectively? 

What are the transport mechanisms in animals? 

What are the transport mechanisms in plants? 

Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease 

 

 

 

What causes communicable diseases?  

How does the immune system fight off antigens? 

Why is biodiversity so important? 

How do we classify organisms based on structural and behavioural 

features? 

What are the theories of evolution? 

Communication, Homeostasis and 

Energy 

 

 

 

 

What are the types of homeostatic processes in the body? 

How does the body get rid of unwanted excretory products? 

How do we communicate within the body by neurons? 

How do we communicate within the body using hormones? 

How do organisms react to external stimuli? 

What is the light-dependent and light-independent stages of photosyn-

thesis? 

How does the body make energy? 

Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems 

 

 

 

How do we inherit genes? 

What are the patterns of inheritance? 

How can we manipulate genomes i.e. to make insulin?  

How is biotechnology used to produce clones? 

What is the importance of different ecosystems? 

What happens in the population growth curve? 

Exam board: OCR 

Biology 

There will be three written examinations. Paper 1—modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 (weighting 37%). Paper 2—modules 
1, 2, 4 and 6 (weighting 37%), Paper 3—modules 1 to 6 (weighting 26%).  

‘Biology is the most powerful technology ever created. DNA is software, protein are hard-

ware, cells are factories.’ (Arvind Gupta) 



You will develop a knowledge of core business concepts and apply them to various scenarios. You will develop a 

broad understanding of how businesses work. You will learn to take a strategic view of business opportunities 

and issues. You will use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of business, to understand 

that business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives and to challenge assumptions.  

Component title Content Overview 

Theme 1— Marketing and people 

 

• Meeting customer needs 

• The market 

• Marketing mix and strategy 

• Managing people 

• Entrepreneurs and leaders 

Theme 2— Managing business 
activities 

 

• Raising finance 

• Financial planning 

• Managing finance 

• Resource management 

• External influences 

Theme 3— Business decisions 
and strategy 

• Business objectives and strategy 

• Business growth 

• Decision-making techniques 

• Influences on business decision 

• Assessing competitiveness 

• Managing change 

Theme 4— Global business 

 

• Globalisation 

• Global markets and business expansion 

• Global marketing 

• Global  industries and companies (multinational corporations) 

Paper 1— Marketing, people and global business—Each  question is drawn from topics across Themes 1 
and 4, and from one or more of the following contexts: local, national or global.  Sections A and B each com-
prise one data response question broken down into a number of parts, including one extended open-response 
question.  The assessment is 2 hours and comprises of 100 marks. 

Paper 2— Business activities, decision and strategy— Each question is drawn from topics across Themes 2 
and 3, and from one or more of the following contexts: local, national or global.  Sections A and B each com-
prise one data response question broken down into a number of parts, including one extended open-response 
question.  The assessment is 2 hours and comprises of 100 marks. 

Paper 3— Investigating business in a competitive environment —  Each question is drawn from one or 
more of the following contexts: local, national or global.  Section A will focus on the broad context provided in 
the pre-released document issued in the November of the previous year.  The assessment is 2 hours and com-
prises of 100 marks. 

Exam board: Pearson 

Business  
‘We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we’re curious 

and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.’ (Walt Disney) 



 

Component title Content Overview 

Practical Requirements 

You will complete twelve Chemistry required practicals throughout 

the course, which link to subject content that you will be learning. 

These practicals will be assessed in the written examinations.  

Physical 

How has the atom changed overtime? 

How do you calculate the amount of a substance? 

How is Carbon-12 important to mole concept? 

How many electrons exist in elements and how are electrons in-

volved in bonding?  

Organic Chemistry 

What is the structure of a hydrocarbon? 

What is the structure and properties of alcohols and haloalkanes? 

How is organic synthesis important to industry? 

What are the different types of analytical techniques? 

Inorganic Chemistry 

What is the trend in physical properties of halogens? 

What is the trend in the electronegativity of halogens? 

What is the trend in physical properties of period three elements?  

How is chlorine useful in water treatment? 

Physical 

What happens during enthalpy changes? 

What factors affect reaction rates? 

What are the properties of a systematic equilibrium?  

How do we measure enthalpy, entropy and free energy? 

Why are electrode potentials important? 

Organic Chemistry 

How are aromatic compounds produced? 

How do we differentiate between carbonyl compounds? 

What are carboxylic acids? 

How are esters made? 

What is the importance of nitrogen compounds? 

Inorganic Chemistry 

What are transition metal elements? 

How can the identity of a transition metal be found using their col-

oured complexes? 

How does the acid-base character of the oxides of period three 

metals change going across the period? 

Exam board: AQA 

Chemistry 

There will be five written examinations. Two papers for AS and three papers for A-Level.  

‘Chemistry is the melodies you can play on vibrating strings.’ (Michio Kaku) 

You will learn about Chemistry in a range of different contexts, the impact it has on industry and many aspects 

of everyday life. You will develop research, problem-solving and analytical skills. The qualification will help you 

challenge ideas and help you work things out through logic and step-by-step reasoning. You will develop your 

teamwork and communication skills. You will gain a wealth of practical skills throughout the course. 
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Exam board: OCR  

Computer Science 

Component title Content Overview 

Computer systems 

40%  

2 hours 30 minutes written paper 

 

 

The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output 

and storage devices 

Types of software and the different methodologies used to devel-

op software 

Data exchange between different systems 

Data types, data structures and algorithms 

Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues. 

Algorithms and programming  

40%  

2 hours 30 minutes written paper 

What is meant by computational thinking? (thinking abstractly, 

thinking ahead, thinking procedurally etc.) 

Problem solving and programming – how computers and pro-

grams can be used to solve problems 

Algorithms and how they can be used to describe and solve 

problems. 

Programming project 

20% 

Non-exam assessment.  

 

You will apply the principles of computational thinking to a practi-

cal coding programming project. You will analyse, design, devel-

op, test, evaluate and document a program written in a suitable 

programming language. You will choose your own project and 

work in your chosen computer language. 

 

‘Computers themselves, and software yet to be developed, will revolutionize the way we learn.’ 

(Steve Jobs) 

You will develop an understanding of the core academic principles of computer science. You will experience real-

world systems through the creation of an independent programming project. You will develop your technical un-

derstanding and your ability to analyse and solve problems using computational thinking.   



You will be encouraged to take a broad view of Design and Technology, to develop your capacity to design and 

make products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture and marketing. 

You will engage in both practical and theoretical study by covering skills and knowledge in technical principles 

and designing and making principles. You will learn from the wider influences on the subject including historical, 

social, cultural environmental and economic factors.  You will also develop the ability to draw on and apply a 

range of skills and knowledge from other subject areas, such as Computer Science, Business Studies, Art and 

Design and History, to inform decisions in design and the application or development of technology.  

Component title Content Overview 

Technical principles 

Paper 1 

Written exam: 2 hours and 30 minutes  

120 marks 

30% of A-level 

You will learn about the characteristics and properties of different materi-

als, smart materials, the uses of different finishes, modern industrial and 

commercial practice, digital design and manufacture, CAD, CAM and de-

sign theory. You will study designers and design strategies, responsible 

design, design for manufacture and project management, national and 

international standards in product design, protecting designs and intellec-

tual property. 

Designing and making principles  

Paper 2 

Written exam: 1 hour and 30 minutes  

80 marks 

20% of A-level 

Section A: Product Analysis: 30 marks 

Section B: Commercial Manufacture: 50 

marks 

• Enterprise and marketing in the development of products 

• Design theory  

• Design styles and movements  

• Investigation, primary and secondary data 

• Environmental, social and economic challenge 

• The work of others and design strategies 

• Communication of design ideas 

• Prototype development 

• Selection of materials and components 

• Tolerances and material management 

• Specialist tools and equipment, techniques and processes 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

Practical application of technical prin-

ciples, designing and making princi-

ples. 

Single substantial design and make 

task. 

100 marks 

50% of A-level 

 

You are required to undertake a small-scale design and make task and 

produce a final prototype along with a written or digital design folder or 

portfolio based on a context and design brief developed by you. 

Assessment criteria to include: 

• exploration 

• designing 

• making 

• analysis and evaluation 

Exam board: AQA 

Design Technology 
‘Everything is designed. Few things are designed well.’ (Brian Reed) 



You will develop knowledge and understanding of core economic models and concepts which you then apply to 
both familiar and unfamiliar contexts. You will gain an awareness of current economic events and policies.  

Component title Content Overview 

Theme 1— Introduction to markets and 
market failure 

 

Microeconomic concepts: 

• Nature of economics 

• How markets work 

• How supply and demand interact to allocate resources in lo-

cal, national and international markets 

• Market failure 

• Government intervention and strategy 

Theme 2— The UK economy—
performance and policy 

 

Macroeconomic concepts: 

• Measures of economic performance 

• Aggregate demand & Aggregate supply 

• National income 

• Economic growth 

• Macroeconomic objectives and policy 

Theme 3— Business behaviour and the 
labour market 

 

Business economics: 

• Business growth & business objectives 

• Revenues, costs and profits 

• Market structure 

• Labour market 

• Government intervention 

Theme 4— A global perspective 

 

Business economics: 

• International economics 

• Poverty and inequality 

• Emerging and developing economies 

• The financial sector 

• The role of the state in the macroeconomy 

Assessment: Paper 1— Markets and business behaviour — Each question is set in a context, drawing on top-
ics from across Themes 1 and 3.  Section A comprises a range of multiple-choice and short answer questions. 
Section B comprises one data response question broken down into a number of parts.  Section C comprises a 
choice of extended open-response questions; students select one from a choice of two. The assessment is 2 
hours and comprises of 100 marks. 

Assessment: Paper 2— The national and global economy  — Each question is set in a context, drawing on 
topics from across Themes 2 and 4.  The paper comprises three sections. Students answer all questions from 
Section A and Section B, and one from Section C.  Section A comprises a range of multiple-choice and short an-
swer questions. Section B comprises one data response question broken down into a number of parts.  Section 
C comprises a choice of extended open-response questions; students select one from a choice of two.  The as-
sessment is 2 hours and comprises of 100 marks. 

Assessment: Paper 3— Microeconomics and macroeconomics —  Each question is set in a context, drawing 
on topics from across Themes 1, 2, 3 and 4 . The paper comprises two sections.  Each section comprises one 
data response question broken down into a number of parts, including a choice of extended open-response 
questions; students select one from a choice of two . The assessment is 2 hours and comprises of 100 marks. 

Exam board: Pearson 

Economics 
‘It is better to be roughly right than precisely wrong.’ - (John Maynard Keynes). 



This qualification will help you read widely and independently all the set texts and others that you have selected 
for yourself; engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and with the ways of responding to 
them;  develop and effectively apply your knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation;  explore the contexts of 
the texts you are reading and others’ interpretations of them; undertake independent and sustained studies to 

deepen your appreciation and understanding of English literature, including its changing traditions. 

Component Title Content Overview 

Drama 

30 % 

Students study one Shakespeare play 
and one other drama from either tragedy 
or comedy 

2 Hours 15 written paper 

Two essays focusing on the plays select-
ed and the extensive critical reading un-
dertaken by the student. 

William Shakespeare: Antony and Cleopatra, Hamlet, King Lear, 

Othello, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Measure for Measure, The 

Taming of the Shrew, Twelfth Night 

Other drama: 

pre-1900: Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe; The Duchess of Malfi, 

John Webster, The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde; The 

Rover, Aphra Behn 

post-1900: The Home Place, Brian Friel; A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Tennessee Williams, The Pitmen Painters, Lee Hall; Waiting  for Go-
dot, Samuel Beckett 

Prose 

20 % 

Students study two prose texts (including 
at least one pre-1900) from a chosen 
theme. At least one of the prose texts 
must be pre-1900.  

1 Hour 15 minutes written Paper 

One comparative essay question on their 
studied theme. 

Themes: 

Childhood 

Colonisation and its Aftermath 

Crime and Detection 

Science and Society 

The Supernatural 

Women and Society 

Poetry 

30 % 

2 Hours 15 written paper 

One question comparing an unseen po-
em with a named poem from their studied 
contemporary text and one question on 
their studied movement/poet.  

Poets/Anthologies 

Chaucer, Donne, Keats, Rossetti, Eliot, Larkin 

Post-2000 Anthology 

Pre-1900 Anthology 

Post-1900 Anthology 

Non-Examination Assessment 

20 % 

60 Marks 

2500-3000 word assignment - compara-
tive essay referring to two texts  

Subject of Assignment  

Chosen texts must be different from those studied in Drama, Poetry 
and Prose Components.   

Chosen texts must be complete texts and may be linked by theme, 
movement, author or period.   

Chosen texts may be selected from Poetry, Drama, Prose or Literary 
Non-Fiction.  

Exam board: Pearson 

English Literature 
‘Without literature, life is hell.’ (Charles Bukowski) 



You will focus on language, culture and society. You will learn a range of transferable skills including communi-
cation, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society. You 

will focus on how French-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it continues to 
change. You will develop your knowledge and understanding by using authentic spoken and written sources 
in French.  You will enhance your ability to discuss matters in French and will be provided with insights into 
France’s history and culture. This knowledge will truly enhance your future travelling experiences. You will 
study a number of themes in relation to French-speaking countries and cultures. You will be using a variety 

of authentic texts, as well as research and work on an individual project. You will work with grammatical sys-
tems and structures of language. 

Component title Content Overview 

Social issues and trends  

Paper 1: 50% 

Listening and responding, reading 

and responding, translation into 

English, translation into French 

2 hours 30 minutes written exam 

Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends  

• The changing nature of family (La famille en voie de change-

ment) 

• The cyber-society (La cyber-société) 

• The place of voluntary work (Le rôle de bénévolat)  

Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 

• Positive features of a diverse society (Les aspects positifs 

d’une société diverse)  

• Life for the marginalised (Quelle vie pour les marginalisées) 

• How criminals are treated (Comment on traite les criminels)  

Political and artistic culture 

50% 

Listening and responding, reading 

and responding, translation into 

English, translation into French 

2 hours 30 minutes written exam 

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

• A culture proud of its heritage (une culture fière de son patri-

moine) 

• Contemporary francophone music (la musique francophone 

contemporaine) 

• Cinema: the 7th  art form (cinéma: le septième art) 

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world  

• Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment (les ados, 

le droit de vote et l’engagement politique) 

• Demonstrations, strikes—who holds the power?  

(manifestations, grèves—a qui le pouvoir?) 

• Politics and immigration (La politique et l’immigration)  

Literary texts and films  

20% 

2 hours written exam 

You will study one literary text and one film in French.  

Individual research project 

30% 

21-23 minutes oral exam 

You will identify a subject or key question which is of interest to you and 

which relates to a country or countries where French is spoken. You will 

develop your research skills by answering this question. 

Exam board: AQA 

French  
‘If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in 

his own language, that goes to his heart.’ (Nelson Mandela) 



You will be inspired through deepening your geographical understanding. You will engage critically with real 

world issues and places, apply your geographical knowledge, theory and skills to the world and the issues we 

face. You will grow as an independent thinker and as an informed and engaged citizen.  You will learn how to 

analyse data and present information.  You will undertake an individual investigation on an issue of your choice 

and will come to your own conclusions and communicate new insights.  You will become confident at studying 

geographical problems and devising, presenting and evaluating potential solutions.   

Component title Content Overview 

Physical Geography 

30% 

2 hours 15 minutes written paper 

Tectonic Processes 

Coastal Landscapes and Change 

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 

The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 

Human Geography 

30% 

2 hours 15 minutes written paper 

 

Globalisation 

 

Shaping Places 

 

Superpowers 

 

Health, Human Rights and Intervention 

Synoptic Issue 

20% 

2 hours 15 minutes written paper 

 

You will be set a synoptic investigation by the exam board.  It will be based 

on a geographical issue within a place-based context that links to the con-

tent above. 

 

You will be required to answer short and long answered questions and to 

come up with a solution to the problems posed by the issue set. 

Individual Investigation 

20% 

3000-4000 word final report 

You will identify a question to investigate.  You will design your own data 

collection and fieldwork to enable you to answer this question. You will pre-

sent and analyse your data, identify conclusions and evaluate the process-

es you have used.   

Exam board: Edexcel 

Geography 
‘Geography is a subject which is a great adventure… an adventure which holds the key to 

our future.’  (Michael Palin) 



You will develop your interest and enthusiasm for history and an understanding of its intrinsic value and signifi-
cance. You will acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of diversity. You 
will build on your understanding of the past and improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and 

reflective thinkers with curious and enquiring minds. You will develop the ability to ask relevant and significant 
questions about the past and to research them. You will acquire an understanding of the nature of historical 

study, for example that history is concerned with judgements based on available evidence and that these judge-
ments are provisional. You will organise and communicate your new historical knowledge, reach substantiated 

judgements and argue your case. 

Component Title Content Overview 

Russia, 1917-1991:  

from Lenin to Yeltsin 

30% 

Two breadth essays and one interpreta-

tion question 

2 hours 15 minutes written paper 

How was a one-party state created in 1917? 

How did Stalin control the USSR between 1928 and 1953? 

What impact did Stalin’s Five Year Plans have on the economy? 

How did Khrushchev attempt to De-Stalinise Russia? 

How did personality cults help control the people of Russia? 

How did the status of women change in the USSR? 

Why did the USSR collapse in 1991? 

Mao’s China, 1949-76 

20% 

One source question and one depth es-

say 

1 hour 30 minutes written paper 

How did Mao establish Communist rule in China? 

Why did Mao launch a Cultural Revolution? 

How did the Red Guard help Mao keep control? 

What were the successes and failures of the Great Leap Forward? 

What impact did Mao’s policies have on traditional culture in China? 

Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, 

1399-1509 

30% 

One source question, one depth essay 

and one breadth essay 

2 hours 15 minutes written paper 

What happened during the crisis of 1399? 

What challenges did Henry IV face in the early 15th century? 

Why did Jack Cade rebel in 1450? 

Why was George, Duke of Clarence, murdered in 1478? 

What was the significance of Richard III’s seizure of the throne in 

1483? 

How did Henry VII claim the throne and how was he able to keep it? 

Coursework 

20% 

3000-4000 word essay 

You will complete an independently researched enquiry on historical 

interpretations relating to the previous units 

Exam board: Pearson 

History 
‘History will be kind to me for I intend to write it.’ (Winston Churchill) 



You will develop strong mathematical comprehension across a broad range of topics. You will gain a grounding 
in mathematical tools and techniques that are often necessary and valued in the workplace. You will study pure 
mathematics, mechanics and statistics. You will study for a qualification which is widely respected and valued 
across many industries, including non-mathematical industries. You will gain skills in critical thinking, problem 

solving and quantitative reasoning. You will learn to construct logical arguments and expose illogical arguments. 

Exam board: Edexcel 

Mathematics 
‘The study of mathematics, like the Nile, begins in minuteness but ends in magnificence.’  

(Charles Caleb Colton) 

Component Title Content Overview  

Paper 1 

33% 

Pure mathematics 

2 hours  

Algebra and functions  

Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane  

Further algebra  

Trigonometry   

Vectors 

Differentiation  

Integration 

Exponentials and logarithms 

 

Paper 2 

33% 

Pure mathematics 

2 hours  

Paper 3 

33% 

Statistics and Me-

chanics 

2 hours  

Statistics: 

Statistical sampling 

Data presentation and interpretation 

Probability 

Statistical distributions 

Statistical hypothesis testing 

Regression and correlation 

The Normal distribution  

Proof 

Algebraic and partial fractions   

Functions and modelling  

Series and sequences 

The binomial theorem  

Parametric equations 

Numerical methods   

Mechanics: 

Quantities and units in mechanics  

Kinematics  

Forces and Newton’s laws  

Moments  

Forces at any angle 

Applications of mechanics 
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Exam board: AQA 

Music  
‘Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.’ (Confucius) 

You will engage critically and creatively with a wide range of music and musical contexts. You will appraise, 
develop and demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of musical elements, musical context and 
musical language. You will be inspired to develop your performance skills on your instrument of choice and you 

will develop your composition skills using music technology. 

Component title Content Overview 

Understanding Music  

40% 

2 hour and 30 minutes exam paper with listening 

exercises and written questions using excerpts of 

music 

• Western Classical Tradition 1610—1910 

• Popular Music 

• Music for Media 

• Music for Theatre 

• Jazz 

• Contemporary traditional music 

• Art music since 1910 

• Musical elements  

• Reading staff notation 

• Chords and chord symbols 

• Musical vocabulary and terminology  

Performing Music 

35% 

Solo performance 

Ensemble performance 

Minimum of ten minutes 

 

• Instrumental / Vocal performance 

• Production: via music technology 

Composing Music  

25% 

Composition in response to a brief 

Independent composition 

Minimum of four and a half minutes 

• Create and design effective use of musical elements 

• Technical and expressive control in the use of 

musical elements 

• Consideration of composition intention 



Exam board: Edexcel 

Physical Education 
‘Sport is a universal language building more bridges between people than anything else I 

can think of.’ (Lord Sebastian Coe) 

This qualification will suit you if you are a well-organised and independent learner who performs in a sport to a 

competitive club standard. Typically this subject will enable you to progress into careers such as teaching, 

medicine, sports therapy, physiotherapy and performance analysis. This qualification is designed to give you 

extensive knowledge and understanding so that you can apply learned skills with accuracy in a professional 

manner. 

Component Title Content Overview 

Scientific Principles of Physical 

Education  

40% 

2 hours and 30 minutes written exam 

You will develop your understanding of the anatomical/structural and 

physiological/functional roles performed in the identified systems of 

the body. You will cover how different stresses/type of exercise will 

bring about both acute responses and chronic adaptions. The 

principles of Newton’s Three Laws of Motion—force, centre of mass 

and stability—will also be covered and are essential to your 

understanding of how sporting technique can be improved.  

Psychological and Social Principles of 

Physical Education  

30% 

2 hour written exam 

You will develop your understanding of the importance of diet and 

nutrition pre-, during and post-physical activity. You will study fatigue 

and recovery, which will build from their knowledge of energy systems. 

You will gain an understanding of how to apply knowledge to improve 

performance. You will also learn how to prevent and rehabilitate from 

injury.  

Practical Performance  

15% 

Centre assessed practical exam 

(externally moderated) 

You will be required to show an understanding of the nature and 

development of skills in sport. This understanding could be enhanced 

and developed through applied practical experiences in the role of 

either coach and/or performer.  

You will be expected to be able to relate knowledge of practices, 

feedback and guidance to practical performance situations. You will 

develop an understanding of how quantitative data can be generated 

in appropriate areas of skill acquisition.  

Performance Analysis and 

Performance Development 

Programme  

15% 

Centre assessed coursework (externally 

moderated) 

3500 words 

You will develop an understanding of the role that sports psychology 

has in facilitating optimal sporting performance of an individual athlete, 

sports teams and individuals in the teams.  

You will look at the theories and then apply the different interpretation 

of each to the different situations and scenarios identified. 



You will look for the hidden laws as to why all matter and energy exists, where it comes from and how it be-
haves. You will learn how these laws can then be used to develop new materials and technologies to im-
prove our lives and you will explore everything from the tiniest particles to the stars and the universe. You 

will gain a wealth of practical skills throughout the course. 

Component title Content Overview 

Development of Practical Skills 

in Physics 

 

You will complete twelve Physics required practicals during the course, 

which link to subject content that you will be learning. These practicals will 

be assessed in the written examinations.  

How are S.I base units used to make measurements?  

How do we deal with systematic and random errors in measurement? 

How do resolve vector quantities into perpendicular components? 

Particles and Radiation 

What is the photoelectric effect? 

What are the particle interactions? 

What are particles, antiparticles & photons? 

What are quarks & antiquarks? 

What is wave-particle duality? 

Mechanics and Materials 

What are Newtons Law of motion, moments and momentum? 

How do forces affect a body in action? 

How do you calculate work, energy and power? 

How do you calculate spring constant? 

How do you calculate the linear and projectile motion of objects? 

What is Young’s Modulus and how to determine the Young Modulus of a 

material? 

Electricity 

How do you calculate charge, current, p.d. and resistance in an electrical 

circuit? 

How do you distinguish between e.m.f. and p.d. and determine the internal 

resistance in a power cell? 

How does the resistivity of a material vary the current in a circuit?  

What are Kirchhoff's Laws? 

What is a potential divider and how to determine the voltage output of a 

potential divider circuit? 

Field and their Consequences 

How to determine the similarities and difference between  the electric and 

gravitational field? 

What is Coulomb’s Law? 

What is a capacitor and how to determine the capacitance? 

What is a magnetic flux and magnetic flux density? 

How to determine the motion of a charge through a magnetic field?  

Nuclear Physics 

What is radioactivity? 

What are the types of radiation decay? 

How to determine nuclear radius of an atom? 

What is induced nuclear fission? 

What is nuclear instability? 

Exam board: AQA 

Physics 

There will be three written examinations. Paper 1 (weighting 37%), Paper 2 (weighting 37%), Paper 3 (weighting 
26%).  

‘Physics is essentially an intuitive and concrete science.’ (Albert Einstein) 



You will develop your skills of critical analysis, independent thinking and research through psychology. You will 

examine four main strands in detail: social influence, memory, attachment and psychopathology. You will study 

different approaches in psychology and biopsychology. You will learn how to critically analyse psychological 

theory and put forward your own opinions through understanding research methods.  

Component title Content Overview 

Introductory topics in psychology 

33.3% 

2 hours written paper 

 

 

Social influence 

Memory 

Attachment 

Psychopathology 

 

 

Psychology in context 

33.3% 

2 hours written paper 

 

Approaches in psychology 

Biopsychology 

Research methods 

Issues and options in psychology 

33.3% 

2 hours written paper 

 

You will choose one from each option below 

Option 1: relationships, gender, cognition and development 

Option 2: schizophrenia, eating behaviour, stress 

Option 3: aggression, forensic psychology, addiction  

Exam board: AQA 

Psychology 
‘Unexpressed emotions will never die. They are buried alive and will come forth later in 

uglier ways.’ (Sigmund Freud) 



This qualification offers you a choice of different religions and develops a diverse philosophical and ethical frame-
work. You will gain critical and evaluative skills whilst studying thought-provoking topics that are contemporary. 

Component title Content Overview 

Philosophy of religion / Ethics 

and Religion 

3 hour written paper 

50% 

Section A: Philosophy of religion 

Arguments for the existence of God 

Evil and suffering 

Religious experience 

Religious language 

Miracles 

Self and life after death 

 

Section B: Ethics and religion 

Ethical theories 

Issues of human life and death 

Issues of animal life and death 

Introduction to meta-ethics 

Free will and moral responsibility 

Conscience 

Bentham and Kant 

Study of religion 

3 hour written paper 

50% 

Section A: Study of religion: Christianity 

Sources of wisdom and authority 

God/gods/ultimate reality 

Self, death and the afterlife 

Good conduct and key moral principles 

Expression of religious identity 

Religion, gender and sexuality 

Religion and science 

Religion and secularisation 

Religion and religious pluralism 

 

Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion and religion 

How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on philosophy of religion 

in relation to the issues studied. 

 

Section C: The dialogue between ethical studies and religion. 

How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on ethical studies in rela-

tion to the issues studied. 

Exam board: AQA 

Religious Studies 
‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’ (Martin Luther King Jr.) 



You will focus on language, culture and society. You will learn a range of transferable skills including communi-
cation, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society. You 
will focus on how Spanish-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it continues 

to change. You will develop your knowledge and understanding by using authentic spoken and written 
sources in Spanish.  You will enhance your ability to discuss matters in Spanish and will be provided with 

insights into Spain’s history and culture. This knowledge will truly enhance your future travelling experienc-
es. You will study a number of themes in relation to Spanish-speaking countries and cultures. You will be 
using a variety of authentic texts, as well as research and work on an individual project. You will work with 

grammatical systems and structures of language. 

Component title Content Overview 

Social issues and trends  

Paper 1: 50% 

Listening and responding, reading 

and responding, translation into 

English, translation into Spanish 

2 hours 30 minutes written exam 

Aspects of Hispanic society 

• Modern and traditional values (Los valores tradicionales y mo-

dernos) 

• Cyberspace (El ciberespacio) 

• Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos)  

 

Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 

• Immigration (La inmigración) 

• Racism (El racismo) 

• Integration (La convivencia)  

Political and artistic culture 

50% 

Listening and responding, reading 

and responding, translation into 

English, translation into French 

2 hours 30 minutes written exam 

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 

• Modern day idols (La influencia de los ídolos) 

• Spanish regional identity (La identidad regional en España) 

• Cultural heritage (El patrimonio cultural) 

 

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world  

• Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens (Jóvenes de hoy, ciudada-

nos del mañana) 

• Monarchies and dictatorships (Monarquías y dictaduras) 

• Popular movements (Movimientos populares)  

Literary texts and films  

20% 

2 hours written exam 

You will study one literary text and one film in Spanish  

Individual research project 

30% 

21-23 minutes oral exam 

You will identify a subject or key question which is of interest to you and 

which relates to a country or countries where Spanish is spoken. You will 

develop your research skills by answering this question. 

Exam board: AQA 

Spanish  
‘If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in 

his own language, that goes to his heart.’ (Nelson Mandela) 


